[Recognition of virus infected cells by NK cells].
NK cells show cytotoxicity against virus-infected cells and tumor cells and play an important role in host defense. Although mecheanism of target cell recognition by NK cells have been unclear for a long time, it has recently been elucidated that certain NK cell receptors specifically recognize virus products. Furthermore, expression pattern of NK cell receptors, which consist of activating and inhibitory receptors, determines susceptibility to virus-infection. Here, we review recent progress of mechanism of recognition of virus-infected by NK cells.